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uninterrupted labor among this people. There is only one
record of absence in the whole time." Far away in the wil-
derness, separated from his old friends by vast spaces and
by rare and difficult communication, he is cast as a seed
into the ground.

In his report made to the secretary of the Scottish Soci-
ety, at the end of the fourteenth year of his labor, he
frankly states his disappointment at the results. This
disappointment arises out of the fuller knowledge he now
had, of the native character. He had not realized the
favorable impressions at first entertained. The Indians
had now been under the influence of the gospel for a hun-
dred and ten years,—ever since the Brainerds had labored
among them, —yet they were not wholly delivered from
paganism, even in the membership of the church. Among
other obstacles to their moral and social advancement are
a lack of integrity of character, of principle and truthful-
ness, of stability, an aversion to mental effort, and an un-
conquerable opposition to restraint. Their fickleness, in-
sincerity, indolence, want of moral courage, and inability
to comprehend divine truth, are obstacles to their elevation.
Had it not been for the saintly lives here and there, who had
survived temptation, he would have had no comfort in his
work. But very little remained of visible result. The Indian
communities fade away — neither churches nor schools take
root and grow. They hold feebly to land and citizenship.
The race perishes in the light of civilization, and that not
alone through the wrongs inflicted upon them. They seem
incapable of the attainments that lead up to high character
and stable power. But while this is true as a general fact,
yet the many converts gathered by missionary labor are
an abundant compensation for the outlay in men and money.

There are now not more than twenty-five Indians left in
the neighborhood of Stockbridge, and these attend the Con-
gregational and Methodist churches. At Keshena, there is
a feeble band of Christian Indians, a remnant of this old

! During his visit to the Sacs and Foxes, in 1834, of which his report is
published, post.— Ep.



